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of Toledo explained this dream in the sense that it
foretold his crushing defeat, comparing this with what
happened in the year of the elephant when Abraha,
who was also riding an elephant, was crushed. There
are also other legends.9 In addition to these legends
the Muslim chroniclers say that the armies of Chris-
tendom were completely crushed in Al-Zallaka and
that the king of Castille escaped with only five hundred
men of an army estimated at more than fifty thousand.
This exaggeration reminds us of that of the ecclesiasti-
cal chronicle on the losses of the Muslims in the Pave-
ment of the Martyrs (Battle of Tours) where it is
alleged that about three hundred thousand Muslims
perished while not more than three thousand Chris-
tians were killed.
These legends and exaggerations do not raise the
slightest doubt on the importance of this famous battle
and do not reduce the magnitude of its decisive con-
sequences. In the plains of Al-Zallaka the sweeping
torrent of Christianity was turned away from Muslim
Spain after threatening it with total destruction. Islam
gained a new life in Spain which lasted for four more
centuries, and it was inspired by this young strong
spirit which created from the ruins of the Petty States
(Al-Tawaif) the glorious kingdom of Granada which
for more than two centuries dazzled Europe with its
sciences and brilliant civilization.10
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